Your Foster
Care Journey
We're here to walk alongside you
in the most worthwhile journey you'll ever go on
Enquiry

Training

The very first step is getting in touch with
us. We'll explain the Foster Care system, the
process to becoming a foster carer and
what to expect when fostering children. Our
team will be able to answer any questions
you might have and provide you with a
detailed information pack for you to read at
home.

Together, we'll guide you through the ‘Shared
Lives’ foster care training program. The
training days will help you prepare for real-life
fostering experiences and give you the
guidance and support your family will need to
grow and thrive.

Assessment

Application
If you’re keen to move to the next step,
we will send through the mandatory
forms and if you need any help we can
go through these with you.

Once you’ve finished the training, we will
meet with you again approximately 4-6 times
for the assessment interviews. We’ll discuss
your life, how Lighthouse can best support
you and see how you'd respond in certain
situations based on your training with us.

Initial Visit

Accreditation

Someone from our team will visit you and
your family at home. This is a chance for
us to get to know you a bit better, learn
about why you'd like to become a Carer,
and answer any questions you might
have in person.

After completing the training and interview
process, a panel of Lighthouse staff and external
stakeholders/partners may accredit you as a
foster carer. Once you are accredited, we will
match you with a young person and connect you
to our ready-made community of Lighthouse
Carers, Psychologists and other support services.

Enquire today by visiting lighthousefostercare.org.au or calling 1800 542 273

Lighthouse's new Foster Care program provides tailored support, therapeutic care
and a sense of community for foster carers and families.
Our unique model works by uniting foster carers around a central ‘Hub Home’, where trained
Lighthouse carers offer regular respite, sleepovers, access to clinical therapy and advice to the
entire foster family.
With strong relationships at its core, the Lighthouse Hub serves like a home away from home
facilitating regular social activities for families and local volunteers to connect, reflect and
enjoy their new lives together. This helps to create a ‘village’ of extended support for each
child, allowing them to develop positive, healthy attachments with adults who care about their
safety and wellbeing. Lighthouse believes this strong sense of community will help to improve
the overall stability in placements, continuity in care, and gives foster carers quality, tangible
support they need to thrive.
This program ultimately aims to put an end to ‘revolving door’ out-of-home care experiences
and instead, allow new generations of children to create lifelong relationships, a sense of
identity and belonging.

The Lighthouse difference
Trauma-informed support
Regular respite
Connection to the community
Regular social events and outing

We felt such incredible support in
this transition and we never
imagined it would be as easy as
they have made it for us- Linda,
Lighthouse Foster Carer

Learning and development opportunities

Enquire today by visiting lighthousefostercare.org.au or calling 1800 542 273

Our Hub Home
The Lighthouse Foster Hub is a central place of support and community
connection for our foster families and children that surround it.
It is a place where they can come together as a community, where the children can stay
overnight for respite or during the day for after school club. The home will also be used
to provide ongoing training to Foster Carers as well as have the Hub community come
together for events and celebrations such as birthdays or barbecues. Our Hub home
ultimately aims to become a 'home away from home' for all of our foster families and
young people in their care.

The Hub is supported by a Lighthouse Community Committee of
local volunteers, who are like grandparent figures to the children,
or aunties and uncles. This Committee expands the support
network of the fostering families and also contribute to the
fundraising for the Hub.

The hub home offers a neutral, safe space where children and
their foster families can work out where they are in their
relationship, express their feelings in appropriate ways and work
to resolve potentially difficult situations

The Hub will also create an anchor for many young people and it
will become, for some children and young people, the place where
they can safely connect and reconnect with their ‘Lighthouse
extended family’.

Enquire today by visiting lighthousefostercare.org.au or calling 1800 542 273

